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through brokers, they are pursuant to the 
rules and regulations of the Securities and 
Exchange Commission. The shares are pur-
chased for the purpose of issuance to em-
ployee stock investment plans, to holders of 
convertible stock or debt, to holders of stock 
options, or for future acquisitions. Provided 
the purchases are not pursuant to a plan to 
increase the proportionate interest of some 
shareholders and distribute property to 
other shareholders, the remaining share-
holders of P are not treated as having re-
ceived a deemed distribution under section 
305(c) to which section 305(b)(2) and 301 
apply, even though they have an increased 
proportionate interest in the assets and 
earnings and profits of the corporation.

Example 14. Corporation U is a large manu-
facturing company whose products are sold 
through independent dealers. In order to as-
sist individuals who lack capital to become 
dealers, the corporation has an established 
investment plan under which it provides 75 
percent of the capital necessary to form a 
dealership corporation and the individual 
dealer provides the remaining 25 percent. 
Corporation U receives class A stock and a 
note representing its 75 percent interest. The 
individual dealer receives class B stock rep-
resenting his 25 percent interest. The class B 
stock is nonvoting until all the class A 
shares are redeemed. At least 70 percent of 
the earnings and profits of the dealership 
corporation must be used each year to retire 
the note and to redeem the class A stock. 
The class A stock is redeemed at a fixed 
price. The individual dealer has no control 
over the redemption of stock and has no 
right to have his stock redeemed during the 
period the plan is in existence. U’s invest-
ment is thus systematically eliminated and 
the individual becomes the sole owner of the 
dealership corporation. Since this type of 
plan is akin to a security arrangement, the 
redemptions of the class A stock will not be 
deemed under section 305(c) as distributions 
taxable under sections 305(b)(2) and 301 dur-
ing the years in which the class A stock is 
redeemed.

Example 15. (i) Facts. Corporation V is orga-
nized with two classes of stock, class A com-
mon and class B convertible preferred. The 
class B stock is issued for $100 per share and 
is convertible at the holder’s option into 
class A at a fixed ratio that is not subject to 
full adjustment in the event stock dividends 
or rights are distributed to the class A share-
holders. The class B stock pays no dividends 
but it is mandatorily redeemable in 10 years 
for $200. Under sections 305(c) and 305(b)(4), 
the entire redemption premium (i.e., the ex-
cess of the redemption price over the issue 
price) is deemed to be a distribution of pre-
ferred stock on preferred stock which is tax-
able as a distribution of property under sec-
tion 301. This amount is considered to be dis-
tributed over the 10-year period under prin-

ciples similar to the principles of section 
1272(a). During the year, the corporation de-
clares a dividend on the class A stock pay-
able in additional shares of class A stock. 

(ii) Analysis. The distribution on the class 
A stock is a distribution to which sections 
305(b)(2) and 301 apply since it increases the 
proportionate interests of the class A share-
holders in the assets and earnings and profits 
of the corporation and the class B share-
holders have received property (i.e., the con-
structive distribution described above). If, 
however, the conversion ratio of the class B 
stock were subject to full adjustment to re-
flect the distribution of stock to class A 
shareholders, the distribution of stock divi-
dends on the class A stock would not in-
crease the proportionate interest of the class 
A shareholders in the assets and earnings 
and profits of the corporation and such dis-
tribution would not be a distribution to 
which section 301 applies. 

(iii) Effective date. This Example 15 applies 
to stock issued on or after December 20, 1995. 
For previously issued stock, see § 1.305–3(e) 
Example (15) (as contained in the 26 CFR part 
1 edition revised April 1, 1995).

[T.D. 7281, 38 FR 18532, July 12, 1973; 38 FR 
19910, 19911, July 25, 1973; as amended by T.D. 
7329, 39 FR 36860, Oct. 15, 1974; T.D. 8643, 60 
FR 66136, Dec. 21, 1995]

§ 1.305–4 Distributions of common and 
preferred stock. 

(a) In general. Under section 305(b)(3), 
a distribution (or a series of distribu-
tions) by a corporation which results in 
the receipt of preferred stock whether 
or not convertible into common stock) 
by some common shareholders and the 
receipt of common stock by other com-
mon shareholders is treated as a dis-
tribution of property to which section 
301 applies. For the meaning of the 
term a series of distribution, see sub-
paragraphs (1) through (6) of § 1.305–
3(b). 

(b) Examples. The application of sec-
tion 305(b)(3) may be illustrated by the 
following examples:

Example (1). Corporation X is organized 
with two classes of common stock, class A 
and class B. Dividends may be paid in stock 
or in cash on either class of stock without 
regard to the medium of payment of divi-
dends on the other class. A dividend is de-
clared on the class A stock payable in addi-
tional shares of class A stock and a dividend 
is declared on class B stock payable in newly 
authorized class C stock which is non-
convertible and limited and preferred as to 
dividends. Both the distribution of class A 
shares and the distribution of new class C 
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shares are distributions to which section 301 
applies.

Example (2). Corporation Y is organized 
with one class of stock, class A common. 
During the year the corporation declares a 
dividend on the class A stock payable in 
newly authorized class B preferred stock 
which is convertible into class A stock no 
later than 6 months from the date of dis-
tribution at a price that is only slightly 
higher than the market price of class A 
stock on the date of distribution. Taking 
into account the dividend rate, redemption 
provisions, the marketability of the convert-
ible stock, and the conversion price, it is rea-
sonable to anticipate that within a rel-
atively short period of time some share-
holders will exercise their conversion rights 
and some will not. Since the distribution can 
reasonably be expected to result in the re-
ceipt of preferred stock by some common 
shareholders and the receipt of common 
stock by other common shareholders, the 
distribution is a distribution of property to 
which section 301 applies.

[T.D. 7281, 38 FR 18536, July 12, 1973]

§ 1.305–5 Distributions on preferred 
stock. 

(a) In general. Under section 305(b)(4), 
a distribution by a corporation of its 
stock (or rights to acquire its stock) 
made (or deemed made under section 
305(c)) with respect to its preferred 
stock is treated as a distribution of 
property to which section 301 applies 
unless the distribution is made with re-
spect to convertible preferred stock to 
take into account a stock dividend, 
stock split, or any similar event (such 
as the sale of stock at less than the fair 
market value pursuant to a rights of-
fering) which would otherwise result in 
the dilution of the conversion right. 
For purposes of the preceding sentence, 
an adjustment in the conversion ratio 
of convertible preferred stock made 
solely to take into account the dis-
tribution by a closed end regulated in-
vestment company of a capital gain 
dividend with respect to the stock into 
which such stock is convertible shall 
not be considered a ‘‘similar event.’’ 
The term preferred stock generally re-
fers to stock which, in relation to 
other classes of stock outstanding, en-
joys certain limited rights and privi-
leges (generally associated with speci-
fied dividend and liquidation priorities) 
but does not participate in corporate 
growth to any significant extent. The 
distinguishing feature of preferred stock 

for the purposes of section 305(b)(4) is 
not its privileged position as such, but 
that such privileged position is lim-
ited, and that such stock does not par-
ticipate in corporate growth to any sig-
nificant extent. However, a right to 
participate which lacks substance will 
not prevent a class of stock from being 
treated as preferred stock. Thus, stock 
which enjoys a priority as to dividends 
and on liquidation but which is enti-
tled to participate, over and above such 
priority, with another less privileged 
class of stock in earnings and profits 
and upon liquidation, may nevertheless 
be treated as preferred stock for pur-
poses of section 305 if, taking into ac-
count all the facts and circumstances, 
it is reasonable to anticipate at the 
time a distribution is made (or is 
deemed to have been made) with re-
spect to such stock that there is little 
or no likelihood of such stock actually 
participating in current and antici-
pated earnings and upon liquidation be-
yond its preferred interest. Among the 
facts and circumstances to be consid-
ered are the prior and anticipated earn-
ings per share, the cash dividends per 
share, the book value per share, the ex-
tent of preference and of participation 
of each class, both absolutely and rel-
ative to each other, and any other facts 
which indicate whether or not the 
stock has a real and meaningful prob-
ability of actually participating in the 
earnings and growth of the corpora-
tion. The determination of whether 
stock is preferred for purposes of sec-
tion 305 shall be made without regard 
to any right to convert such stock into 
another class of stock of the corpora-
tion. The term preferred stock, however, 
does not include convertible deben-
tures. 

(b) Redemption premium—(1) In gen-
eral. If a corporation issues preferred 
stock that may be redeemed under the 
circumstances described in this para-
graph (b) at a price higher than the 
issue price, the difference (the redemp-
tion premium) is treated under section 
305(c) as a constructive distribution (or 
series of constructive distributions) of 
additional stock on preferred stock 
that is taken into account under prin-
ciples similar to the principles of sec-
tion 1272(a). However, constructive dis-
tribution treatment does not result 
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